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Resumo: 
This study was motivated by the pressing need for methodologies to teach literacy development to immigrant children in the United States, especially Portuguese children. Traditional methodologies usually assume that all children have been involved with literate environments where they have developed certain expected skills and behaviors by the time they enter school. These assumptions neglect the real life experience of children, predisposing many of them to learning difficulties and academic failure.
A comprehensive pedagogical model developed by Dr. Sergio Niza in Portugal incorporates and integrates many current theories of learning. It addresses effective literacy development for students of low socio-economic backgrounds and form homes with limited or non-existent literate environments. It also addresses the integration of students with special needs.

This study is a first attempt to describe this model as it is implemented in Portugal under the direction of Dr. Niza and his team. The Niza’s Approach to Literacy is a key component of his pedagogical model, this model, with its broad and comprehensive outlook takes the real life experience of the student as a starting point for all learning, and sees literacy as the means for all learning. The model is wholistic and integrates the cognitive, affective, aesthetic, linguistic and moral development of the student. 
Niza pointed out five essential philosophical considerations underlying the model: 1) real life experience; 2) scientific inquiry; 3) pragmatic value; 4) a socio-centric prespective; and 5) an anthropo-historic prespective.

Based uponhis philopsophical considerations, principies have been generated to serve as guides and to facilitate learning. They are: 1) All learning takes as a starting point the cultural life experience of the student; 2) All classes are organizade heterogeneously; 3) All learning follows the scientific approach o inquiry; 4) The studen is addressed as a whole person; 5) School is a continuation of home; 6) The family and community are welcomed and valued at school; 7) Real communication opportunities are implemented as a continuous cycle in the learning process; 8) Teaching is the best way of learning; 9) The emphasis is on cooperativeness and not competitiveness; and 10) Empowering the students through shared classroom and work organization. 
This model has important valuable implicatons for education in the United States particularly for students considered at risk, and for the successful integration of students with special needs. Recommendations are made for further research. 
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