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Rationale: 
Traditional methodologies and assumptions in education have not worked for benefit of many of our students in the United States. Recent research on ability grouping, for example, has shown that this way of grouping children for instruction not only does not increase school achievement, but rather has detrimental effects, particularly for those in the lower groups (Morgan, 1989).
Many children have experienced failure in school and thus have dropped out of doing so. It is a well known fact that we are in the Information Age and, as a consequence, all “students need more” than knowledge. They need an understanding of how to organize and connect knowledge… every child needs to be an active participant” (Berghoff & Egawa, 1991, page 75). We cannot afford not to educat all of our children appropriately. It is imperative that we rethink this issue and seek out new models for schooling as well as programs which address inclusion of, and success for all students, regardless of their socioeconomic, cultural or linguistic background, or any other condition which may handicap them. Because we can readily see that current life demands relating to literacy and information are very different form those of ten years ago, we know that we must make adjustments, perhaps drastic ones, to make certain that students be better prepared for the 21st century. 
In American society we find many students who have come to school from homes where they have experienced literacy. However, we also have those who have come from preliterate environments. While we have shown reasonable success with the former, until now we have not had much success in meeting the needs of the latter. Nonetheless, with current fluctuations in demographics, and with the increase of language and other minorities in our urban schools, we have already identified a new label to describe the minority children’s lack of success: “Children at Risk”.

But labeling is not nearly enough. It is extremely important to identify methodologies and approaches which are the most inclusive of the largest amount of students and which use diversity to theirs advantage. For this reason I have chosen to describe a model developed by Sérgio Niza which, I believe, is very inclusive and is especially appropriate for language minority students. 

Sérgio Niza and his associates in Portugal have developed a pedagogical model which successfully addresses today’s educational problems and needs in a comprehensive and practical way.
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